
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HERBERT HURD MUSIC DEPARTMENT 2018 
 

Dear Parents 
 
Here follows a document containing everything you need to know ahead of making a decision regarding the entry of 
your child into the Herbert Hurd music programme. 
 
THE COMPOSITION OF THE DEPARTMENT 
The music department currently consists of five music teachers: 
a)  two piano teachers  
b)  a piano and woodwind teacher  
c)  a brass and percussion teacher and 
d)  a woodwind teacher (part-time) 
All of these teachers also teach Performing Arts classes. 
 
MUSIC LESSONS 
Lessons are given twice weekly during school time.  Each lesson has a duration of thirty minutes.  In ideal 
circumstances, each child should be given eighteen to twenty lessons per term.  However, circumstances are not 
always ideal – classes go on outings, tests are written, concert rehearsals are in progress, the child is absent or public 
holidays occur – so sixteen lessons in a term would be deemed reasonable, except in the final term when there may 
be fewer lessons, due to assessments, a preponderance of award ceremonies and concerts which demand practice 
time, and the services of the music teachers being used to look after classes during exam time.  In the event of a 
teacher being absent from school, every effort is made to replace him/her for the duration of the absence.  Please 
note that, although this is so, lessons cannot be made up if the child has been absent from school for any reason 
during lesson time. 
 
The timetable is worked out on a rotational basis so that it is unlikely for a child to miss the same lesson more than 
twice in one term.  A copy of the timetable is given to each pupil and to the class teacher at the beginning of the term, 
and it is the child's responsibility to be at each lesson at the appointed time.  Parents of younger children are 
encouraged to help the child with the reading of the timetable.  These younger pupils will be called for lessons if they 
find it difficult to remember their lesson times.  Consequences will result if Grade Six and Seven pupils regularly forget 
to come to lessons. 
 
ACCEPTANCE INTO THE MUSIC PROGRAMME 
Before acceptance into the music programme, the child’s class teacher gives feedback as to whether the child is 
academically in a position to be out of the classroom for two lessons per week.  Discussion with parents regarding 
continuation of lessons may be necessary if class teachers complain that their academic work is being prejudiced, or 
that work missed due to music lessons is not being caught up. 
 
Because there is a lengthy waiting list, every child who is accepted into the music programme will have a probationary 
period of six months. If he/she fails to display a good work ethic, i.e., he or she does not practise regularly, often 
leaves books at home or frequently forgets lessons; or if, after the semester, it is clear that the child has no interest in 
or aptitude for music, it will be suggested that lessons be stopped in the interests of other children on the waiting list 
who may well have the necessary aptitude and willingness. 
 
PLAYING A SECOND INSTRUMENT 
No child will be allowed to take up a second instrument, as class teachers have found it difficult to manage the 
frequent absences from the classroom.   Perhaps, where a child is particularly keen to take up a second instrument, 
extra-mural music lessons should be considered. 
 
EXTERNAL MUSIC EXAMINATIONS 
Children who make good progress and whose parents are amenable to the idea, are entered as candidates in the 
annual Royal Schools of Music examinations.  These are a good indicator of the child's level of musical competence 
and are recommended to those who wish to continue with lessons at high school level.  These external examinations 
are however by no means compulsory; in fact, some children prefer to take lessons purely for the enjoyment of 
learning to play an instrument and to enable them to participate in making music in a group. 
 
 



 
 
ASSESSMENT OF PROGRESS 
Children receive a music assessment record in terms two, three and four, based on their progress during that period 
and on a practical test towards the end of those terms.  The test covers all the disciplines required for the child's 
particular instrument.  Gold, silver and bronze certificates awarded at the Award Ceremony are based on the results in 
the tests of terms 2 and 3 and are unrelated to the Royal Schools certificates which are also handed out at the Award 
Ceremony. 
 
ACCESS TO INSTRUMENT 
If the instrument of choice is the piano, it is essential for the child to have easy access to a piano on a daily 
basis for practice purposes.  Brass and wind instruments are available for hire from the school on a first-come-first-
served basis (currently the hire fee is R250 per term), and a hire contract will be issued;  or you may wish to purchase 
an instrument for your child, in which case the teacher in that particular discipline would be happy to advise you. 
 
WAITING LIST FOR PIANO LESSONS 
There is a waiting list of pupils wishing to take piano lessons, and it is recommended that you apply in writing as early 
as Grade One if you wish your child's name to be included.  Please include a telephone number and an e-mail 
address for ease of communication.  Assuming a positive result in a musicality test conducted during class music 
lessons and the availability of a vacancy, you will be asked if you do indeed wish to take up the space. It is preferable 
to start piano lessons in Grade Three or Four.   
 
PLAYING OF A WIND INSTRUMENT – BY INVITATION 
Playing a wind instrument is by invitation of the wind instrument teachers after they have conducted a musicality test.  
Parents of the successful pupils will be contacted and offered a place in the programme.  Children generally start 
playing a wind instrument in Grade Four.  When the child has reached the appropriate level of competence, he/she will 
be invited to join the wind band.   
   
MUSIC FEES 
Music fees, currently R150 per term but subject to increase, are payable at the office or by EFT.   Any music books 
required will be lent to you, but will have to be paid for if damaged or lost.  Alternatively they may be purchased from a 
local music supplier. 
 
CHOIRS 
There is a junior and a senior choir.  Auditions are conducted in the early weeks of the year.  Practice times appear on 
the extra-mural timetable.  The two choirs perform on a number of occasions during the year, the junior choir’s 
performances mostly limited to the daytime.  As with any of the other extra-mural activities, participants are expected 
to attend all practices and performances, and are excused only on presentation of a letter from the parent, or a 
doctor’s certificate. Any child who joins the choir is expected to complete at least that year in the choir.  
 
CONCERT BAND 
Pupils who achieve a certain level of competence in wind or percussion are invited to join the band.  Practices take 
place at 07h00.  There is an additional practice on a Tuesday afternoon for Junior Band members.  All band members 
are required to attend.  Please be aware that being part of the band is an honour, and a disciplined approach will be 
required.  It is assumed that all players of wind instruments will remain in the band until Grade 7.  If for any reason the 
child quits band, the hired instrument must be returned to the school for use by a successor.    
  
PERFORMANCES 
Opportunities are given to music pupils to perform: there are annual events such as Mother's Day Tea and 
Grandparent's Day where the younger pupils perform; the Nikki Fyvie Concert at which some of the more advanced 
children play; and Studio Concerts at which every music pupil performs.  
 
PERFORMING ARTS LESSONS 
During Performing Arts lessons, children are given a very general education in music (including basic recorder lessons 
up to Grade Five), drama and dance. 
 
Any parent who wishes for further information may make contact with me via telephone on 041 364 1051 between 
07:45 and 08:20. 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
Mrs J. Warneke      Mr GJ Harris 
HOD Music      Headmaster 


